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McKay cannot refrain from again mentioning the very
great anxiety evinced by Mr. Dickson to have instruc-
tions from Government for his Guidence and conduct
in respect to the Tribes of Indians under his influence;
That on the 24th October Mr. Dickson having received
from the commanding officer and from Capt. McKay
every assistance, set out for LaBay and the Mississipi
with six boats loaded with the said presents and maned
with a detachment of the Michigan Fencibles consist-
ing of a Lieutenant and 26 men and 14 Canadians, Mr.
Dickson brought with him from York. That although the
season was much advanced as above mentioned Capt.
McKay has no doubt but Mr. Dickson will arrive at his des-
tination and there find the Indians waiting for him, as
Capt. McKay immediately and without the least loss of
time sent an Express, one to Rock [Rocque] an Indian In-
terpreter to acquaint the Indians that the presents were
coming on, and that Mr. Dickson or he Capt. McKay,
would go on with them to make the distribution thereof.
As provisions were scarce at Michilimackinac, Capt. McKay
knowing that flour could be obtained at LaBay sent on a
Mr. [Louis] Grignon to procure it and have it ready so that
the two boats with 14 men that were to go to Labay might
return immediately with Flour which from the precautions
taken, Mr. McKay has no doubt will be done, in order to
obtain a further supply of Provisions, Capt. Bullock was
the day after Capt McKay left Michilimackinac, that is on
the 27th October to send two boats to Machidash Bay for
the Pork and Flour, Mr. Dickson informed Captain Bullock
had been there forwarded by GGovernment, That all these
arrangements having been made, Capt. McKay on the 25th
Octr. left Michilimackinac to return to Montreal, where he
arrived on the 5th November and has now the honor of
making this present report to the Commander of the
Forces.



